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Treating Writing Disorders:
A Case Study of Developmental
Gerstmann’s Syndrome

Part 1

by Pamela Heather

Introduction

In the Spring/98 issue of the International Graphole-
gist (No.16) an article on the last page showed skele-
tal writing. The question posed was, ‘Is this wrii-
ing?" It is, but the writer has a writing disorder.
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The purpose of this anicle is (o gain an awareness of
writing disorders.  An understanding of them is 2
prime need for those who have them, The subject’
chosen for the case study kas never been emploved
and has a writing disorder (Dysgrephia) allied o 2
rare condition called Gerstmann’s Syndrome.

Many school leavers, like Addan, are unable to de-
velop basic liweracy skills to pursue employment.
His writing style rivals the one published in the 1GA
magazine and both writers have a writing disorder.

Dysgraphia, a disorder of written expression, can
exist alone, but is usually allied to a nsurclogical
dysfunction such as Dyslexia and Dyspraxia and we
apply a general term of Specific Leaming Difficul-
ties (SLD").

Some SLD swdents gain extra help when their
school arranges an carly psychologicsl assessment,
Progress is usually slow wvia the remedial supporn
provided. SLD students, who have average or above
average 1Q's™, have (o accept their rate of progress
fails to meet expectations.

Many SLD school leavers are loath 1o accept they
have very poor literacy levels and that the comple-
tion of a job application form is beyond them. Other

! A pseudonym is used in Lhe case siudy (Rame and address held by ke
editoe.)

" 810 = specific lzaming difficultics — a broad term used far students
whi have a proven neuralegical dysfunciica. A psychological assess-
msent is 1be diagnastic tog] for establishing ans, o7, more overlapping
learning disarders.

I = intelligence quaticnl.
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school leavers are barely literate and finding their
first job is a worrying period of their life. After fail-
ing to gain employment, many take up a further
course of study and drop out when they cannot pro-
duce their assignments. Others rely totally on mod-
ern technology to impeove their writing performance
and abandon longhand,

From 1970, the author undertook several periods of
experimental and empirical research, which set the
beginnings of an understanding of writing disorders.
In 1987, after several decades of runming special
schools, a *Teacher Fellowship” enabled a continu-
ance of this work. Some teaching methods for alle-
viating disordecs began to show excellent results.

The Learn-Wiite Centre openad in 1880, The case
study writing samples show that a change of levels in
basic skills occurs over a matter of weeks. Thereisa
way of working around writing disorders, it should
be considered and researched. Past and curremt re-
search findings on the statistics of illileracy suggest
the adopted practice of Mubisensory Teaching
Methads, for SLD, are failing many school leavers.
Is now the time to consider a new teaching ap-
proach?

Background

A real problem arises for bright SLD school leavers
when they apply for a job in loaghand. Some firms
ask for a job application form to be completed in
print-script, but most job adveriiscments request a
creative, handwritten application — 2 daunting task
for them. Their submission gives an impression of
someone with low intellect, and a stream of rejection
letters penerate feelings of hopelessness and low
self-esteem. Employers expect an applicant to have
the qualities and skills to match their needs in busi-
ness.

Five years ago, the press reported; Every year, four
out of ten leave English schools with no academic
passes. The toral yearly iy 262,400 - the worst per-
formance of any induserial couney.
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